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Report content is also guided by the Public Policy Priorities Work 
Process, which we described in on page 32 of our prior GRI 
Report. The connection between the seven 2015 Sustainability 
Goals and the Public Policy Priorities is illustrated below: 

2015 Sustainability Goals
Public Policy Priority 
Associated with Goal

Local Protection of Human 
Health and the Environment

Security and Public Safety

Community Success Security and Public Safety

Product Safety Leadership Chemicals and Health

Sustainable Chemistry Alternative Feedstocks

Breakthroughs to World 
Challenges

Water

Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation

Climate Change and Energy

Addressing Climate Change Climate Change and Energy

The GRI principles for defining content (materiality, inclusiveness, 
sustainability context, completeness), and those defining quality 
have been considered while producing this report. See more on 
GRI guidance on defining content.

Primary audience for the GRI Report:

• Academia

• People in the communities where Dow has facilities

• Customers

• Investors and analysts

• Media

• Professional organizations (e.g. NGOs, IGOs, Socially  
 Responsible Investing organizations)

• Employees and prospective employees

The materiality* assessment for sustainability reporting can be 
summarized by this illustration and the table that follows:

3.6 Boundary of the report

This report covers majority owned Dow operations, and activities 
in leased facilities that are Dow managed, worldwide as of 
December 31, 2009.  On April 1, 2009, the merger of Rohm and 
Haas with a subsidiary of the Company was completed, and 
Rohm and Haas became a wholly owned subsidiary of Dow.  

Dow has utilized the GRI 2005 Boundary Protocol to determine 
which joint ventures (JVs) will be included in Sustainability 
reporting and in its 2015 Sustainability Goals.  Where Dow owns 
more than 50 percent equity in a joint venture, its activity is 
included in the data reported for Dow as a consolidated entity.  
These joint ventures are represented in the lower right-hand 
part of the diagram presented on the next page.  

Nonconsolidated joint ventures are not included in Company 
data herein.  This is consistent with the financial reporting 
treatment of nonconsolidated affiliates (20-50 percent owned 
companies, joint ventures, and partnerships) on an equity basis.  
These joint ventures are represented in the upper left-hand part 
of the diagram, reflecting their significance and the fact that 
management control resides within the joint venture.  
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*Materiality as defined in GRI Reporting Guidelines and used for this 
report: The information in a report should cover topics and indicators 
that reflect the organization’s significant economic, environmental 
and social impacts; or that would substantively influence the 
assessments and decisions of stakeholders.

http://www.dow.com/commitments/pdf/GRI_71409.pdf
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