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Climate change knows no borders, so global action is needed to limit greenhouse gas emissions. Air 

transport accounts for around 2% of man-made CO2 emissions, but the sector’s continued growth requires 

it to pursue and increase its efforts to limit its impact.

Determined to play its part, Air France-KLM seeks a global commitment for the air transport sector, which it 

sees as crucial. We call on the United Nations to include international aviation in a separate post-2012 global 

agreement under the aegis of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). Keen to move forward, we 

are playing our role in this joint effort by driving down our CO2 emissions, notably by bringing forward the 

deployment of sustainable biofuels. These are key to reducing our carbon footprint and our dependence on 

fossil fuels.

COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE

OBJECTIVES
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SCHEDULE STATUSACHIEVEMENTS 2009-10

-20% CO2 emissions for flights to
overseas territories based on 2005 level
-5% CO2 emissions for domestic flights based 
on 2005 level

Green electricity in the offices

Partnership with WWF-NL: CO2 neutral growth 
(2007-11)

20% CO2 reduction per ton/kilometer in 2020 
(based on 2009 levels)

Support innovative research programs

3.7 liters/passenger/100km

-300,000 metric tons of CO2 per year by 2012
-500,000 metric tons of CO2 per year by 2020

60% of ramp equipment fleet to be electrically 
powered by 2020

Target partly achieved On target Target achieved or exceeded

Targets exceeded thanks to the replacement of B747s with B777-300s 
back in 2008. Reductions extended by capacity cuts in response to the 
economic crisis.

More than 85% of electricity used by KLM buildings in the NL is generated 
from renewable energy

No CO2 growth in current year
KLM partnership with WWF (NL) complemented by endorsement and 
support the road to sustainable aviation fuels: heading Sustainability 
Board SkyNRG

~ 60,000 metric tons of CO2 saved in 2009 vs. 2008 (Weight & Fuel 
program)

Technical University Delft; CleanEra project and Technical
University Delft Design Challenge; co-creation of design for aircraft of the future
Development of alternative fuels

3.8 liters/passenger/100km in 2009

189,000 metric tons of CO2 saved in 2009-10 (Fuel plan)

41% of ramp equipment fleet electrified in 2009-10
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OUR MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

Air France-KLM set up a ‘Climate Action Plan’ to combat 
climate change. As part of this, the Group:

-  supports the Kyoto Protocol and efforts to achieve a new 
agreement post 2012. It has joined schemes to ensure a fair 
contribution of the aviation sector in collective efforts;

-  continues to modernize its fleet, contributes to aviation 
research, and encourages the entire supply chain to cut 
CO2 emissions; 

OUR JOINT COMMITMENTS

-  asks all its staff to work towards ambitious environmental 
action plans, from fuel saving in the sky to cutting emissions 
on the ground;

-  promotes research programs for renewable energy sources 
such as sustainable aviation biofuels;

-  supports environmental protection programs led by NGOs; 
-  provides its customers with transparent and reliable 

information on their travel-related CO2 emissions, via a 
calculator based on real operating data, and opportunities  
to compensate them.
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